THE  TEMPTATION.

expression may be allowed. That popular imagination
which gives birth to rumours and then believes them, is
not generally capable of great or sublime or well-sustained
efforts.

Wunderthiitige Bilder sind meist nur sclilechte Gemalde.

The popular imagination is fertile and tenacious, but
not very powerful or profound. Christ in the wilderness
was a subject upon which the imagination would very
readily work, but at the same time far too great a
subject for it to work upon successfully; we should ex-
pect strange stories to be told of his adventures in such a
solitude, but we should also expect the stories to be very
childish. Now the story of Christ's temptation is as
unique as Christ's character. It is such a temptation as
was never experienced by anyone else, yet just such a
temptation as Christ, and Christ in those peculiar circum-
stances, might be expected to experience. And further,
this appropriateness of all the circumstances hardly seems
to be perceived by the Evangelists themselves who nar-
rate them. Their narrative is not like a poem, though
it affords the materials for a poem; it is rather a dry
chronicle.

Let us consider the situation. We are to fix in our
minds Christ's peculiar character, as it has been gathered
from the Baptist's description of him. His character then
was such that he was compared to a lamb, a lamb of
God. He was without ambition, and he had a peculiar,
unrivalled simplicity of devout confidence in God. Such
is the person.to whom it is now announced by a great
prophet that he has been called to a most peculiar, a
preeminent career. But this does not fully describe the